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Declaration regarding Romanian regionalisation and Székely autonomy 

The Association of National Hungarian Organisations in Western Europe 
(NYEOMSZSZ) follows the news regarding Romanian regionalisation with great 
concern. According to the published plans it seems unambiguous that the Romanian 
government’s aim is to absorb or break up the Székely lands of majority Hungarian 
population. 

The Székely lands in today’s Romania have been populated by the Székelys of 
Hungarian nationality since the Hungarian conquest and the foundation of the state. 
The Székelys are an indigenous nationality similar, for example, to the Danish 
minority in Germany. After 1920 Romania’s attempted homogenisation, the hardships 
of Nicolae Ceausescu’s communist dictatorship and the regime change of 1989 
Romanian discrimination against the Hungarian minority has still not ceased. Despite 
of this the Hungarian population in Transylvania is 19 %, in the three counties of the 
Székely lands more than 66 %. 

The recommendation Europe’s Regionalisation (No. 1811/2007) of the 
Parliamentarian General Meeting of the Council of Europe is clear: communities with 
strong identity exist in most member states and the good practice is to secure a 
special region and appropriate level of self-government to satisfy their demands. The 
planned reorganisation of the regions in Romania is seemingly without consideration 
of ethnic, cultural and geographical conditions. The aim of the reorganisation, 
although with different methods but still the same as that of the anti-Hungarian 
communist dictatorship is to destroy the identity of the Székely people , forcibly 
assimilate it into the majority society. 

Our conviction is that the future of Europe can only be secured by people and nations 
of equal rights who all have possibility to enforce their rights and self govern. The 
short term solution is to form a Székely region and secure its autonomy in the long 
term. 

The Association of National Hungarian Organisations in Western Europe 
(NYEOMSZSZ) passed the resolution at their AGM in Riga to express their solidarity 
with the demonstrations against the regional reorganisation in Romania and for the 
Székely autonomy. We plead with you and through you to the European Union and 
European Community not to abandon Europe’s biggest minority in their fight to 
secure their rightful demands. 


